Over the past decade or so immunohistochemistry has become a widely practised adjunct to routine histological analysis of diseases. Its rapid rise to popularity is based on its greater versatility and accuracy in solving diagnostic problems and giving prognostic forecasts compared to the conventional special stains. This success derives principally from the capacity of antibodies. used as the primary probe reagents in all immunohistochemical analyses, to recognize an immense diversity of tissue antigens in routinely processed pathological specimens. The advent and subsequent cornmcrcialization on a wide scalc of monoclonal antibodies as the primary probe reagents has allowed virtually every histopathological laboratory to have access to this power.
The arrival of this book on the shelf is a timely and a very apt tribute to the special contribution made by monoclonal antibodies to diagnostic pathology. The text of some 650 pages divided up into 23 chapters is compiled by 20 experts in the field including the editors. Its main object is to introduce the reader to the diagnostic usefulness of various currently employed sets of monoclonal antibodies. The diagnostic usefulness, i.e. the specificity and sensitivity exhibited by an antibody reagent in a particular test, is exemplified in a most comprehensive and illuminating way for the monoclonal antibodies most widely employed for detecting the antigens human milk fat globulin 11, leucocyte common antigen and carcinoembryonic antigen, as diagnostic markers in the context of epithelial and lymphoid malignancies (see Chapters 7,8 and 18, respectively). It is very much hoped that all other antibodies cited in the text will be given the same kind of appraisal in the book's subsequent editions, in order to ensure its value as a dependable 'microscope-side' guide for every diagnostic pathologist.
Nevertheless, the book is fairly comprehensively and well written with respect to its next main objective, that of giving an educative account of the biological and biochemical properties of the target antigens of diagnostically useful monoclonal antibodies. Here the chapters on the intermediate filament associated antigens represent excellent examples of lucid and highly informative exposition, especially chapter 2 dealing with cytokeratin specific antibodies. The chapter on lymphoreticular and myeloid antigens is also illuminating except that it reviews the relevant information only up to 1986. Unfortunately, in this particular field the pace of advance has been so rapid that even a 2 t o 4 year gap is long enough to render the account out of date! This chapter also suffers form another flaw in that it seemingly advocates application of monoclonal antibodies to lymphoid antigens potentially active on paraffin embedded sections without reference to the tumour's leucocyte common antigen (LCA) status. In fact, LCA is not mentioned at all in this chapter; instead, it is considered in isolation in Chapter 8. This is probably the only serious editing error which detracts from the book's otherwise high standard of presentation.
Despite its vast volume of text the book has remarkably few typographical errors. The illustrations, though all in black and white, are informative and of generally good quality. The book thoughout is written in a style which is easy to 'read and follow', making the task of the reader that much lighter and more pleasurable.
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